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President’s Report

Welcome back! I hope that this message finds you rested, healthy and prepared for the start of another academic year. Though busy, I had a wonderful summer that provided ample time for reflection. Now that the school year is upon me, I am reminded of a saying that hung in my high school squad-room: “Bite off more than you can chew, then chew it. Plan more than you can do, then do it.” 

Permanence and Change:

During the past two years, the National Council has developed a strategic planning framework that will enable Pi Kappa Delta to not only survive, but to emerge from the next decade as the premier intercollegiate forensics organization. As I said at the convention, we have enormous (and profoundly underutilized) institutional strengths that dwarf those of our peers. The recent collapse of Antioch College reminds us that marquee prestige is no substitute for excellent programming, good governance, sound finance. We must let go of old wounds and remember, “All that is gold does not glitter, Not all those who wander are lost. The old that is strong does not wither, Deep roots are not reached by frost.”

Much of the June National Council meeting was devoted to the formation of task forces to begin the process of implementing the strategic plan, and to develop tracking measures to asses its progress. There are two ways to participate in this process and everyone is welcome: (1) If you have not already done so, please follow this link and complete a brief survey about the strategic plan: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=JmCFW7bo9y6MjLLCiE9_2bgA_3d_3d 

Please share the link with as many PKD members and alumni as you can. The link will remain active until approximately November 1st, when the survey results will be compiled for analysis and reporting at NCA. (2) Please attend the NCA panel on the future of PKD and volunteer to serve on one of the task forces. Contact information will be circulated electronically after the convention for those who will not attend. 

I am also happy to report that the Council endorsed an expansion of our existing relationship with the NFL in several important areas: print and electronic communications, fundraising and development, and billing and accounting. For each of the next two years, the NFL will redesign and manage our new website, print and graphic materials; assist PKD in securing corporate sponsors; and centralize our accounting and billing operations in Rippon. We will assist the NFL in developing PKD chapters on campuses where they do not currently exist, and we will help create programming activities for these new national chapters. These developments highlight the importance of the relationship between Pi Kappa Delta and the NFL, and signal a realization that there are emerging areas of mutual interest to each organization that can be better managed through our combined efforts. In addition, the National council has commissioned an impact study to determine if there are additional areas where the NFL and Pi Kappa Delta can form cooperative partnerships and/or develop shared programming. I look forward to talking more about the evolution of this relationship at NCA.

The National Comprehensive Tournament (NCT):

I hope that everyone will attend the National Comprehensive Tournament (NCT) in Bloomington, Minnesota on March 19-21, 2010. As your local host, I am doing everything I can to ensure that the tournament is an enjoyable experience. Click here for a link to the invitation:

This “in-hotel” tournament will take place at the newly-renovated Holiday Inn Select Suites/MSP Airport (www.himspairport.com). The hotel is directly on the light rail line, providing easy rail access to both Downtown Minneapolis and the Mall of America, and eliminating the need to rent a vehicle if you are flying. The tournament will also feature an experimental event designed to test the technological feasibility of creating “virtual events” for future international or distant-local competitions. 

NCA Reception:

We have decided to try something new at NCA this year. Rather than hosting an en-suite reception, we will host an off-location reception for all Pi Kappa Delta members, coaches, alumni and supporters at Blackies, 755 South Clark Street, just a few blocks from the Chicago Hilton. The reception will take place on Saturday, November 14th, from 7:00 – 8:30 pm.

We have also reserved a conference room at the Chicago Public Library Harold Washington Center for the entire day on Saturday. This will allow us to schedule a variety of strategic planning task force meetings. 

Development Update:

Finally, I am happy to report that our development plan remains on track. After a one-year hiatus during the market meltdown, the eight-year, $5,000 annual matching challenge has returned. Three members of the National Council have stepped forward to pledge $2,500 annually toward the match, meaning that some combination of other donors must step up to the plate for PKD to realize the entire $80,000 total. Please e-mail me for information on how you can make a gift, establish an estate pledge, participate in an automatic payroll deduction, or designate PKD as a memorial beneficiary.

I thank you for your continued confidence and support and I offer my best wishes for wonderful season.
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