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Welcome from Pi Kappa Delta President Gina Jensen  

 
Dear Friendsð 
 
Greetings!  We are excited you are taking the time to look at our annual report.  Whether you are new to Pi Kappa 
Delta or you have been a lifelong member,  we hope that you will be interested in our direction for the future.  As we 
prepare to celebrate our centennial anniversary, we are excited to share our plans for ensuring the forensic activity 
and that Pi Kappa Delta continues for another 100 years.  We have renewed our partnership with the National  
Forensic League and made membership easier and open to more people.  Additionally, we have a strategy for  
extending increased support for all levels of forensics, as well as expanding our educational mission abroad.   
The National Forensic League was created by a PKD alum, and as we both grew we became our own entities.  
 
After examining our mission, vision, and values we realized a re-partnering with the NFL would allow us to become 
their official alumni relations partner.  This partnership allows us to have PKD chapters on all college campuses 
across the country.  Another benefit to PKD is our new points system which allows our members to advance through 
newly structured orders and degrees.   
 
With the approval of our new Constitution, we have streamlined our membership process and opened membership 
to schools without charters.  Now anyone who would like to become a PKD member can join as a National General 
Chapter member if their college or university doesnôt have a charter.  Chartering is now much easier as well, with a 
process quickly completed by visiting our new webpage at www.pikappadelta.com .  In addition to our traditional 
memberships, people can also join as affiliate members.   
 
The generous grant awarded by the Rupe Foundation helps expand our support for all levels of forensics.  With this 
grant we are able to expand Public Forum Debate on the college level.  We plan to showcase it at the 2012 National 
Comprehensive Tournament and then allow students to compete in it at the centennial tournament in 2013.  The 
Rupe grant also allows us to hire a membership coordinator, and the foundationôs sponsorship will make it possible 
to provide broader support for faculty and undergraduate research and scholarship activities.  Pi Kappa Delta plans 
to expand its support for new forensics participants.  Our website will soon offer training videos and support for  
students and coaches new to the activity.  Look for instructional webinars covering a variety of topics, soon to be 
available through our website.   
 
Beyond our expansion in the United States, we are aiding in the creation of a speech and debate league in  
Bangalor.  The initial focus will be on five events:  basic public speaking, persuasive speaking, debate (either public 
forum or parliamentary), dramatic interpretation, and program oral interpretation.  Pi Kappa Delta formats will serve 
as the initial starting point, but organizers hope that the Bangalore Speech and Debate Society will develop its own 
rules, formats, and performance expectations.  
 
As you can see, Pi Kappa Delta is engaged in many exciting projects that are part of meaningful changes to help 
launch us into our second century.  Many of the PKD traditions you have come to know and love are alive and well, 
and blended into a new and improved Pi Kappa Delta.  We hope to see you at the NCT this March in Kansas City 
where you can see and learn more about the new PKD.  
 
Warm Regards, 
Gina Jensen 
 
President, Pi Kappa Delta 

Webster Univerrsity 

Jensen@webster.edu 
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Pi Kappa Delta Receives $135,000 Grant  

 
Ripon, Wisconsin. Pi Kappa Delta has received a two-year $135,000 grant from the Arthur N. Rupe Foundation in 
Santa Barbara, California. The grant is the designed to encourage the growth of audience-centered public forum  
debate at the intercollegiate level, and it will allow PKD to hire a full time National Coordinator. ñA major focus of our 
strategic planning process has been to locate an event that would encourage students to join Pi Kappa Delta and 
participate in forensics even on campuses without formal forensics programs,ò said PKD President Gina Jensen. 
ñWe feel that Public Forum Debate is the ideal event because it is rapidly becoming the most popular format of  
debate at the high school level, it does not require professional coaching staff, and it produces audience-centered 
debates that are very attractive to college and university administrators as well as members of the general public.ò 
 
The grant will allow Pi Kappa Delta to hire a full-time National Coordinator to assist existing chapters in adopting the 
format, and to induct hundreds or perhaps even thousands of graduating high school seniors into the Order of  
Instruction.  ñThis is the first step toward rebuilding intercollegiate forensics at the grassroots level,ò noted Past 
President Phillip Voight. ñThe whole premise of our new Constitution was to make it as easy as possible for  
graduating seniors to join us, form chapters and continue competing in forensics at the college level. Although some 
of these new chapters will undoubtedly prove to be temporary, over time, we expect that a great many of them will 
become permanent members of our community.ò  
 
In addition to allowing PKD to hire a full time staff member at the national office, the grant includes generous support 
for the 2013 National Tournament and Convention, including: 
 

A $25,000 general tournament sponsorship; 
A $10,000 program assistance fund to help underwrite judging and tournament entry fees for schools that would 

otherwise be unable to attend the tournament; and, 
A $20,000 pool of scholarship awards for students who are successful in the event. 
 

ñWeôve been working hard on attracting tournament sponsors,ò noted Voight, ñand we hope that this is the first of 
several 2013 sponsorships that we will announce.ò Itôs been more than a decade since the National Council raised 
membership or tournament fees, and PKD compares very favorably with other national forensics tournaments. 
Nonetheless, support like the kind offered by the Arthur N. Rupe Foundation is crucial to the National Councilôs  
efforts to reduce the financial burdens associated with national tournament participation. 
 
Several steps to implement the grant are already underway ï including an NCA session designed to familiarize 
coaches, instructors and tournament administrators with the Public Forum format, instructional videos and  
curriculum materials that will be added to the PKD website throughout the fall, and a Public Forum demonstration 
session to be held at the 2012 NCT in Kansas City. Please consult the website for further status updates. 
 
This grant would not have been possible without the support and encouragement of NFL Executive Secretary Scott 
Wunn and Development Director Cherian Koshy. In addition to offering to house the new position at the NFL office, 
both Scott and Cherian have been instrumental in forging a strong partnership between PKD and the NFL. Together 
with the adoption of the new point-system and bylaws, the grant places PKD at the forefront of what promises to be 
a period of robust growth in intercollegiate forensics. As President-Elect Jeffrey Stoppenhagen put it, ñItôs not  
unrealistic to expect to have a PKD chapter on virtually every American college and university campus within the 
next two decades.ò 
 
Please take a few moments to write a letter of thanks to the Arthur N. Rupe Foundation at: 
Arthur N. Rupe Foundation, 3887 State Street, Suite 22, Santa Barbara, CA 93105. 
 
For further information or interview requests, please contact: Phillip Voight, Gustavus Adolphus College, 800 West 
College Avenue, St. Peter, MN 56082. (651) 492-8449, pvoight@gustavus.edu 

 Pi Kappa Delta Sponsors International Service Project in India  

 
Ripon, Wisconsin. Pi Kappa Delta has signed a memorandum of understanding with Visthar ï an educational  
institution located in Bangalore, India ï to create a three-year international service opportunity designed to support 
the creation of the Bangalore Speech and Debating Society, and to encourage Indian colleges and High Schools to 
add speech and debate instruction to their curricula. PKD students and instructors will conduct workshops, give  
lectures, demonstrate events, train judges and assist local hosts with tournament administration. Instruction will take 
place in English, but translations services will be available if necessary. Phase one of the project is scheduled for 
August of 2012. PKD students, coaches and scholars will travel to Bangalore to provide advice and technical  
assistance on event design, tournament preparation, coaching techniques and instructional curriculum. Although the  
number of participants in the first phase of the project will be limited to ten (four faculty members and six students), 
years two and three promise broader opportunities for participation ï particularly for undergraduate students. 
 
Although annual debates are common in elite Indian high schools, year-round speech and debate competitions do 
not exist, and many impoverished schools lack access to speech and debate training. ñWe view this as fully  
consistent with our mission to expand access to speech and debate throughout the world and, in turn, to encourage 
civil discourse and community empowerment among participants,ò notes Phillip Voight, who forged the agreement 
and traveled to India to present it on behalf of the National Council. The initial focus will be on five events: Basic 
Public Speaking, Persuasive Speaking, Debate (either public forum or Parliamentary), Dramatic Interpretation and 
Program Oral Interpretation. PKD formats will serve as the initial starting point, but organizers hope that the  
Bangalore Speech and Debate Society will develop its own rules, formats, and performance expectations. ñWeôre 
very mindful of the importance of providing training that is culturally appropriate,ò said Voight. ñWe hope that the  
experiment will prove popular and spread throughout India, and we have no interest in mandating American event 
rules.ò Ultimately, some Bangalore college students might even decide to become full-fledged Pi Kappa Delta  
members and participate in either the NCT or the National Tournament and Convention in an electronically-mediated 
event. Visthar, for its part, was attracted by its desire to place important issues of social justice, resource distribution, 
and community empowerment before Indian high school and college students, and to help students develop life-long 
critical thinking, research, composition and presentation skills that are crucial to their future success. As Vistharôs 
Executive Director David Selveraj noted, ñWe strongly believe that this 
program will help prepare students to lead just lives of leadership and 
service as members of a truly global community.ò  
 
Pi Kappa Delta students will be housed at Visthar, which has a campus 
located in suburban Bangalore that includes dormitory space, a library, 
classrooms, a dining commons and a number of other facilities  
including a community college. One of Indiaôs premier non-profit  
educational training institutions, Visthar has conducted hundreds of  
social justice, community-organizing and capacity-building training  
sessions.  With strong ties to the Indian NGO network, the Visthar  
partnership will also provide future internship opportunities for I 
nterested Pi Kappa Delta members ï including the opportunity to serve 
a field organizer for the Bangalore Speech and Debate Society. This 
service program is the first of several that Pi Kappa Delta is exploring. 
Other locations include Capetown, South Africa, and Zhuhai (near Hong 
Kong), China. An additional site in Phnom Penh, Cambodia is in the 
early planning stages. Students and faculty will be responsible for  
securing airfare to India, but fundraising assistance will be available, 
and Pi Kappa Delta is actively seeking corporate sponsorship of the 
program. Details of the program and application forms will be posted on 
the website in October. 
 

More information about Visthar is available online at: 
www.visthar.org 

Photographs of the Visthar Campus  

mailto:pvoight@gustavus.edu


 
Pi Kappa Delta Points ï Enhanced Opportunities for Recognition  

By Jeffrey Stoppenhagen  
 
Pi Kappa Delta, in an effort to recognize and reward competitors and coaches for their contributions to the forensic 
community through competition, civic engagement and scholarship, is to offer new degrees of membership in our 
honorary.  The new PKD Credit Point System will also make it easier to measure outcomes and demonstrate the 
value of the work our members perform each year. 
 
Degrees of Membership: All Pi Kappa Delta members (including members of the Order of Undergraduate, the Order 
of Instruction, the Order of Attainment, the Order of Alumni, and Affiliate and Honorary members, may earn credit 
points and pursue various degrees of membership, denoted as follows: 
  
 Member:  99 points or fewer 
 The Degree of Proficiency:  100 ï 299 credit points 
 The Degree of Achievement:  300 ï 599 credit points 
 The Degree of Merit:  600 ï 899 credit points 
 The Degree of Excellence:  900 ï 1199 credit points 
 The Degree of Distinction:  1200 ï 1499 credit points 
 The Degree of Honor:  1500 ï 1999 credit points 
 The Degree of Key Level of Accomplishment ïBronze Key:  2000 ï 2499 credit points 
 The Degree of Key Level of Accomplishment ï Silver Key:  2500 ï 2999 credit points 
 The Degree of Key Level of Accomplishment ï Gold Key:  3000 ï 4999 credit points 
 The Degree of Key Level of Accomplishment ï Platinum Key:  5000 credit points and above 
 
Credit points may be earned through participation in intercollegiate competition, scholarly activities, and community 
service projects.  Double credit points will be earned if the activity earning points was performed at the National  
Convention and Tournament of Pi Kappa Delta, the PKD National Comprehensive Tournament, or any annually 
sanctioned PKD Provincial Tournament.  To be eligible, an individual must be an active Pi Kappa Delta member 
(affiliated with either the National General Chapter or a local chapter), must be in good standing, and must have paid 
their dues and fees prior to the competition, in which the credit points were earned.  Members of the Order of  
Instruction and the Order of Alumni must also be Pi Kappa Delta members in good standing, and must have paid 
their dues and fees (including any required chapter or provincial dues and fees) prior to the time in which the credit 
points were earned.  Credit points will not be awarded retroactively to any individual who has failed to meet these 
criteria. The National Council of Pi Kappa Delta may also grant additional credit points for excellence in Pi Kappa 
Delta service, governance or competitive activities, or for other activities not named in the Constitution of Pi Kappa 

Delta. The purpose of this award is to recognize extraordinary 
individual contributions to Pi Kappa Deltaôs mission or governance.  
The Director of Forensics, Head Coach or Chapter Sponsor shall 
have the final authority over (and responsibility for) entering credit 
points, or may grant that authority to a squad record-keeper.  The 
National Council will reserve the right to periodically audit individual 
point records to verify the accuracy, and to protect the integrity, of 
this reward and recognition system. Specific details about the 
amount of points awarded for scholarship, competition and  
community service are available in the Pi Kappa Delta Bylaws.  
 
It is the desire of the National Council, through this enhanced  
recognition system, to celebrate the achievements and milestones 
of success that individuals bring to our organization through  
volunteerism, competition, and scholarship.  The strength of our 
membership comes from the dedication and desire of individuals to 
make a difference in the communities they serve. We also hope to 
make it easier for programs to demonstrate the value of outcomes 
they produce by centralizing outcome data in a single location. 

 
 

2011 PKD Financial Statement 

  

Revenues  
  

Chapter Dues Received $5,000.00   

Individual Memberships Received $14,875.00   

Province Dues Received $2,915.00   

New Chapter Charter Fees $890.00   

Subscriptions to the Forensic Received $248.98   

Merchandise Sales $1,465.00   

Donations Received $10,280.00   

Convention and Tournament Registrations  $71,370.00   

Refund Received $197.75   

Miscellaneous $430.00   

Past Chapter and Province Dues $1,940.00   

Revenue Received  $109,611.73   

Interest Income - Fidelity Brokerage $478.13   

Interest Income - M & I Savings $1.56    

Total Revenues,  $110,091.42    

Expenditures   
  

Office Supplies - Ripon and Officers ($4,834.69)   

The Forensic - printing ($1,843.85)   

Program Expense - Archives ($807.56)   

Program Expense - Video Documentary ($1,000.00)   

Program Expense - NCA Awards & Reception ($1,052.57)   

Program Expense - Miscellaneous ($1,759.86)   

Program Expense - Web Design ($1,294.25)   

Travel Reimbursements - Meetings ($10,116.18)   

Portland Tournament Expense ($32,108.40)   

Hired Judges Portland ($3,510.00)   

Honorariums ($2,300.00)   

Province Dues Rebated to Provinces ($2,855.00)   

Professional Service ($1,090.00)   

Carry Over Expenses ($1,009.16)   

Bank Fees and Credit Card Fees ($1,352.05)   

Total Expenses ($66,933.57)   

Balance  $43,157.85  July 31, 2011  

Checking Balance, July 31, 2010 $23,543.36 $20,403.22  

Savings Balance, July 31, 2010 $3,401.77 $3,403.33  

Minnesota Foundation Balance $30,905.00 $36,960.00  

Charles Schwab Balance $1,955.00 $0.00  

Fidelity Brokerage Balance $89,983.21 $132,455.49  

Equipment $3,500.00 $3,825.00  

Total Without Equipment, July 31, 2010 $149,788.34 $193,222.04   President-Elect Jeffrey Stoppenhagen 



 

 
2011 Financial Report Narrative  

By Michael Bartanen  
 
On the facing page you will find the balance sheet for Fiscal Year 2010, which runs from August 1, 2010 to July 31, 
2011.  On the basis of a very successful Portland Convention, Pi Kappa Delta carried a year end positive balance.  
During 2010-11, 107 chapters paid their dues, and the Honorary initiated 437 new members.  Pi Kappa Delta  
initiated a very conservative investment strategy this year, opening a brokerage account and investing in various 
certificate of deposits, targeted for maturity in short, medium and long-terms.  The volatility of US markets in this 
economy have dictated this conservative strategy.  Since 2000, Pi Kappa Delta has gradually evolved from having 
almost no financial reserves to our current status where we have a modest reserve which is allowing the initiation of 
various new programs and the preparation for the 2013 Centennial celebration in St. Louis.  The extremely generous 
grant from the Arthur Rupe Foundation has made it possible to accelerate Pi Kappa Deltaôs programming,  
particularly as it relates to encouraging new members from the vast pool of graduated high school NFL members 
and those many students and coaches interested in expanding Public Forum Debate.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Bartanen 
Secretary-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

2011 National Tournament Highlights  
 

The 2011 National Tournament and Convention was held in Portland, 
Oregon and was hosted by Shannon Valdivia and her able staff on the 
campus of Mt. Hood Community College. It was the largest hosted by 
Pi Kappa Delta in more than 40 years, and featured: 

¶ 525 debate entries and nearly 1500 individual events entries, 

¶ 87 schools from 22 states  

¶ A significant number of community colleges and schools that were 
new to Pi Kappa Delta. 

The size of the tournament is a credit to the entire Province of the Great 
West and, in particular, to the efforts of Jeffrey Stoppenhagen and 
Shannon Valdivia.   
 
Preliminary planning had assumed that the tournament would be only 
about two-thirds as large, and the size created a variety of scheduling 
difficulties as a result of room shortages on the Mt. Hood campus. 
Thanks to quick-thinking by Tournament Director Scott Jensen,  
patience and flexibility by judges and competitors, and innovative room solutions by Shannon and her staff,  
the tournament concluded with minimal delays. 
 
Overall response on the tournament evaluation survey was positive. The most common negative comments related 
to the necessity of flighting events to allow the tournament to remain on the Mt. Hood campus, and to the inability of 
some competitors to fully participate in convention activities as a result of the scheduling of debate rounds. The  
National Council believes that it has resolved each of these concerns for future tournaments, and has increased the 
ñavailable competition room requirementò on the National Tournament Bid Application Form to insure that future  
tournaments will enjoy more reasonable schedules. 
 
For the tenth year, tournament entry fees, participation fees and general membership fees remained unchanged. In 
real dollar terms, attending the 2011 tournament cost participating schools approximately 30% less in real dollar 

terms than in 2001. Room rates at the Red Lion were 
also less than $100.00 per night ð helping to make the 
tournament as affordable as possible. 
 
Full tournament results are available on the website, 
but below is a list of students selected as PKD All-
Americans:  
 
Audrianne Doucet, Texas A & M University 
Omar el-Hawagi, Texas A & M University 
Veronica Fischer, S.W. Minnesota State University 
Mereia Forbes, Kansas Weslayen University 
Denzil Gelly, Gainsville State College 
Jordan Hart, Southwest Baptist University 
Robert Hinck, University of Michigan 
Katrina Mineo, Transylvania University 
Jason Nichols, Central Michigan University 
Rebecca Siegel, Northwood University 

 

Secretary-Treasurer Michael Bartanen 

 
   2011 Pi Kappa Delta All Americans 

PKD Fundraising and Development  
and our New Revenue Model  

 
2011 marks the second year of Pi Kappa Deltaôs Second 
Century Campaign. If you havenôt mad a contribution to 
the Second Century Campaign, I sincerely hope that you 
will consider doing so. We are in the second year of an 
eight year matching challenge that promises to raise more 
than $80,000 on behalf of Pi Kappa Delta.  
 
Last year, we successfully met our match ð raising a total 
of $10,800 in individual contributions. Our overall  
fundraising and development expenses are also extremely  
low ð amounting to less than $600.00 for the past year, or 
less than 5% of total funds raised. This means that 95% of 
all funds donated go directly to support the Pi Kappa  
Deltaôs programming and operational budget. Our new 
revenue model is geared toward increasing the proportion 
of our operational budget that is derived from individual 
and corporate contributions, while holding our fees at  
current levels so that they decrease gradually over time.  
 
In preparation for our anniversary celebration in 2013, the 
National Council is putting a process in place to raise a  
$1,000,000 endowment that will permanently guarantee 
PKDôs fiscal stability. Although this may seem like an  
audacious goal, we could reach our objective of raising the 
endowment over ten years if about 400 people agreed to 
donate $240.00 per year. Together, we can make a  
difference in building the capacity of the entire forensic 
community while at the same time, ensuring that PKD will 
shine for at least another 100 years. 

Have a good fundraising idea 
that you would like to share with 

your colleagues? Send a  
message to the National Office 
at pkdnationaloffice@gmail.com 


